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' Satire’s my weapon; but I’m too discreet, 
To run a-muck and tilt at all I meet ; 
I only wear it in a land of Heetors, 
Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors.—Pops. 


 ' i— 
LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 





Hrom the Black Dwarf in London to the Reformers of 
Great Britain. 

We shall presently have some interesting business afloat. 
The projected invasion of Spain by the French will afford 
us some admirable political inquiries. You are all aware that 
England began the last war, to put down republican prin- 
ciples in France. The pretext about saving the French 
King and preventing the opening of the Scheldt, were'mere 


colourings to the transaction. They would not have cared: 


one’ jot what became of Louis XVI. if a Louis XVII. had 
been proclaimed—nor how soon, nor in what manner Louis 
XVII. had been sent to heaven, or the reverse, provided) 
a Louis XVIII. succeeded him---and a series of’ despots 
was kept up to the end of the chapter. Nor would they 
have cared any more about the opening, or shutting of the 
Scheldt, provided a royal tyrant had been the agentoof the 
business. It was the establishment of REPUBLICAN 'prihci- 
ples that was the offence ; and to trample them out, the 
English Ministry was then ready to deluge Europe with 
VoL, X. No. 13. 
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blood. It is as impossible either to deny, or to discuise 
this fact, as to conceal the results. 

The Bourbons having been restored, at the price to Bri- 
tain of eight hundred millions of debt, and an expenditure 
ef 1000 millions in taxes besides, are now in the pos- 
session of the resources of France---and Spain having fal- 
lenin love with free principles of government, has given 
the same offence to France now, that France gave to Eng- 
jand thirty years ago. France pursues the same conduct 
towards Spain that England pursued towards France. She 
denounces her revolutionas a dangerous and mischievous 
event ; and that it is necessary for the maintenance of so- 
cial order to put down the revolutionary spirit. England, 
too poor to be energetic, and too badly governed to be brave, 
with a secret inclination at the head of affairs to wish suc- 
cess to France ; has some interests at stake which depend 

on the success of Spain. The friendsof the “ pilot that 
gathered the storm” are mightily puzzled. When Pitt 
thought he could conquer France, and replace a monarch 
tributary to England, he had no objection to such an alte- 
ration of the balance of power. But his disciples see that to 
add Spain to France, would be a very different matter ;— 
and pethaps they had rather Spain were a Republic, than 
thatit should be a dependency of France. This is only 
a perhaps :—for we know that republicanism has no attrat- 
tive gtaces for the atmosphere of Si. James’s :—but the 
French Ultras have taken the desire of the English Minis- 
ters to. preserve peace to result from this feeling :—and 
putting themselvesin a violent passion, they contend that 
they have the same right to attack Spain, which England 
had to attack France ;—and they assume that England, 
to’ be consistent ought to approve of their attempt to 
destroy liberty in Spain. The Duke Fitzjames, a 
roving French Ultra, reasons in this. way :+-“ No, 
England will not tarnish the glory which she has acquired 
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by her long struggle against revolutionary doctrines. 
England will not contradict all that she has done and all 
that she has said during thirty years. England cannot 
pretend to refuse to other powers of Europe, a right 
which she has claimed for herself; but if she should do 
so, we have not the weakness to humble ourselves before 
her. She shall feel, that to pretend to know better than 
our Government, what is prejudicial to our interests and 
security, is a real interference in the internal affairs of 
France. 1 will not here speak of Genoa, nor Sicily, nor 
of the Ionian Islands, nor of England having acknow- 
ledged the right of Austria to attack Naples. I will turn 
aside from the contemplation of unfortunate Parga; but I 
would say to the noble Peer, who at the Congress of 
Vienna, in 1815, impelled England to the battle of 
Waterloo, (it is true that he was Minister then, but I sup- 
pose I shall not. be blamed for referring to that period of 
his political career), have you so soon forgotten the prin- 
ciples which you rendered triumphant. in that famous 
assembly, when you pleaded the cause of legitimacy 
against usurpation—when you called upon Europe to-in- 
terfere in the affairs of France? Might not the same ob- 
jections have then been made to your proposals which are 
how made against us; and might not the rights of the 
people and the independence of nations have been urged 
upon that oecasion, with quite as much propriety as they 
are at the present moment by you? You would, doubt- 
less, have replied to such objections, that France was not 
free to express her wishes; that she. was held in subjec- 
tion by the bayonet ; and that the immense majority of 
the French nation desired the re-establishment of their 
legitimate King. You would have persisted in demanding 
that 500,000 soldiers,or 500,000 Lycurguses, if you like that 
phrase better, should march to the assistance of the Char- 
ter and legitimacy against Buonaparte and the acte addits- 
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onel. Well, we hold the same language to-day which 
you held then.” 

This is all very true. England committed all these sins 
against liberty abroad; and many more ; and the ministry 
would notbe very delicate about adding to the number— 
notwithstanding the price they have cost—but not for the 
aggrandisement of France. ‘To do our ministry justice, 
though they like themselves better than anybody, and 
their places better than any thing besides, they do like 
England better than France, and would keep the latter as 
low as possible. But how is this to be done? By nothing 
short of patronizing REPUBLICANISM in Spain! for the 
system of practical government there is republicanism, 
with a very thin veil of monarchy thrown over it, Just to 
keep the dust from the eyes of the Cortes! If France 
add Spain and Portugal to her empire, she becomes dan- 
gerous to the waritime and commercial greatness of Eng- 
land. This the ministry fear—If REPUBLICANISM triumph 
in the Peninsula, then the contagion might pass the 
Pyrenees, and establish the dreaded principles of freedom 
in France, which would be approaching too dangerously 
near to the British rotten boroughs. So “ evil actions 
bring their due reward.” The example England set is 
followed by another nation to its prejudice. Nor need 
the French boast so much of the example that England 
has set them; for if they were to succeed in replacing 
Ferdinand on his throne, at the price England has paid 
for restoring the Bourbons, they would have no great 
bargain of the matter. The Duke Fitz-James cunningly 
keeps the cost out of view. But the English Borough- 
mongers have not fc gotten it:—and though they might 
like to be consistent in their hatred of liberty, they can- 
not aflord to pay the price of such consistency. They are 
in a critical situation ; and turn as they will, they cannot 


get off the horns of the dilemma. The game is a critical 
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one to play; and as the stakes are down, itis useless to 
refuse playing. Let the reformers watch the game closely. 
It is ten to one but the observers make more of it than the 
gamesters. 


THE BLACK DWARF. 





x 








— 


Nete Bene.—Irish Members of Parliament cannot employ them- 
selves better during the vacation, than in reading Mr. Atkinson’s 
display of heland. We had intended to have given some extracts 
this week ; but political remarks are so interwoven with the gene- 
ral statements that we have hesitated about the sele tion urtil the 
time pressed us too closely. 





SEDUCTION—DESERTION—AND PERSECUTION 
BY A REVEREND GENTLEMAN IN KENT. 





It is customary with the loyal and religious partizans 
of Church and State, to charge every act of immorality of 
which they can accuse their opponents, as resulting from 
their political sentiments, and the tenets which they main- 
tain. If a radical refuses to pay his ordinary debts, it is 
set down as a natural consequence of his preference of 
annual parliaments. If a reputed radical were to roba 
hen-roost, it would be ascribed as a consequence of his 
wish for universal suffrage :—and if guilty of any more 
outrageous misdemeanour, it would be all charged upon 
an affection for vote by ballot. But when the loyal and 
religious portion of the community offend, we do not 
hear any of these comments upon the causes of their 
crimes. The poor men have their offences attributed to 
the frailites of the flesh; the record of them is made in 
obscure corners of friendly journals, or perhaps omitted 
altogether. They find friends unwilling to listen to ac- 
cusations against them, or ready to assist them in an 
escape from justice. Ina little while they may resume 
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their rank in socicty; and clerical culprits may avail 
mount the pulpit, and teach others the morality they have 
practised so well themselves. 

These remarks were suggested to us by a leiter we re- 
ceived from Canterbury, alluding to an afiair of a most 
monstrous complexion, in which a reverend gentleman 
was a leading performer. We read it with indignation 
and disoust seeuiid began to ask ourselves if it were pos- 
sible that humanity could be so depraved. The late bishop 
of Clogher occurred to our recollection, and we shuddered 
with horror to think how much worse than brutes things 
that are called men may make themselves. 

On the following morning we saw the following state- 
ment in the Times newspaper. It was on the same subject 
and it struck our attention. 


MAIDSTONE, Saturpbay, Marca 22. 
THE KING V. THE REV. THOMAS ROWLAND. 


“ This was an indictment against the defendant, a 
clergyman of the church of England, for wilful and 
corrupt perjury, assigned upon evidence stated to have been 
given by him on the trial of a young woman named Mary 
Drury,at the Quarter Sessions held for the town and port of 
New Romney, whom he had prosecuted to conviction for 
sending him a threatening letter to extort money. The 
indictment alleged that the defendant had falsely denied 
that he had written a certain letter to Mary Drury, and 
that he had never met her on certain occasions mentioned 
in the indictment. The letter set out in the indictment 
was in these terms:—“ Dear Mary, I send to you one 
pound, but I have no more by me to-day, but if you will 
come here to me to-morrow night at 7 o’clock, you shall 
have more. {f must see you before you go away.” 

‘ The case having broken down in the preliminary proofs, 
we forbear entering into a detail of the case opened for 
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the prosecution. It was imputed to the defendant that he 
had been intimate with a young woman named Mary 
Drury, of humble parentage. She had applied to him for 
money, Which it was said he had refused her; that she 
wrote a letter to him demanding money, and threatening 
to expose their intimacy, if he did not comply with her 
request; that for this letter he indicted her in the Sessions 
Court of New Romney, which is an exclusive jurisdiction, 
having power of life and death, and that upon his evidence 
she was convicted and sentenced to death, the indictment 
being founded onthe Black Act. She afterwards received 
the Royal pardon. Unfortunately the pardon was not 
under the Great Seal, the young woman being too poor 
to pay the expense, and it was doubted whether her evi- 
dence was admissible on this trial. For the evidence 
given by the defendant on the trial of the case he was 
now prosecuted. The defendant was a prisoner in the 
county gaol, having been surrendered by his bail.—When 
evidence was offered of the proceedings in the Sessions 
Court of New Romney, the formality of proof required 
by law not being established to the satisfaction of the learn- 
ed Judge, the Jury were directed to find the defendant— 
Not Guilty.” 

This isa singular colouring of a transaction, which, if 
no law could reach it, argues but little for the value of 
the English code. If we look to the reason assigned why 
the law could not reach it, we shall be the more surprised 
at its emipotence; knowing as we do what power it some- 
times possesses to do more then is lawful for it to do. 

We are informed that the case broke down in the pre 
liminary proofs—that is, for want of a compliance with 
certain formalities! The formality of the proof was not 
established to the satisfaction of the learned judge ! and 
the jury were DIRECTED to find the defendant not gudlty ' 
How strong formalities appear sometimes, while at others-- 
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‘* Man bat a rush against the strongest law, 
‘* And strait it falls!” 


But then the rush must be held by a peculiar hand : and 
when it is so held, like the sword of Harlequin, it accom- 
plishes wonders at every touch. 

When Sir Francis Burdett appealed to the formal letter 
of the law against the discretionary construction of the 
crown lawyers, on his trial at Leicester, he was told by 
Mr. Justice Best, that the gist of the offence, the “ por- 
sonous”’ libel was not denied ; and that it was idle to 
cavil about forms. And even the pious Mr. Justice Bay- 
ley, who could not agree that Sir Francis had been 
properly convicted, yet arranged it with his conscience to 
pass sentence upon a verdict which he proclaimed had 
been amproperly found. In ourown case, on a question 
which nothing but the spirit of malevolence could have 
dared to charge as an offence, a thousand formalities 
were overleaped by the ministry and the crown lawyers and 
the judges, to reach their victims. But it must be admit- 
ted that WE had no claims upon their indulgence. ‘There 
was not a reverend gentleman in our party, to sanctify 
our misdeeds. Our loyaliy was not of the right sort to 
cover a multitude of sins, or to give us the benefit of any 
legal formality, even though guilt was not imputed to 
us. What do we infer from this? Oh, nothing! We 
have too much respect for the law and its agents, to 
quarrel with the one, or censure the other. We may, 
however, enquire what was the deficiency of the formal 
proof? Why, truly, because though the parson’s victim 
had been pardoned, absolutely: pardoned, on the satisfac- 
tory proof that she ought not to have been convicted,— 
yet shé was too poor to obtain her pardon under the great 
seal.:sand, therefore, her pardon was no pardon at all, as 
it did notrestore her to the power of giving evidence against 
the wretch, who, not contented with seducing and aban- 
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doning her, pursued her to the gates of death, and even 
there was only compelled to forego the horrid consum- 
mation of his infernal passions. 

We take the liberty here to deny the law of the learned 
Judge who direcied the jury to acquit the defendant; and 
we say they ought not to have followed sueh derecteon. 
There can be no medium in the royal pardon. It must be 
full and complete from the moment it is pronounced. The 
formality of the great seal is not needed. If it were, no 
pardon could be effectual to the victims of injustice who 
are poor; and the clerk who holds the great seal, might 
always intercept the course of justice for his fees! Not 
merely the poor, but the comparatively rich might be en- 
dangered. ‘The fees are arbitrary, and maght be increased 
beyond the ability of any one to pay. If it be asked, 
what other evidence could prove the pardon, we answer 
the APPEARANCE of the girl in the court. If she had 
not been free to give evidence, how came she to be present. 
If she were still under the penalty of her unjust sen- 
tence, how came she to escape from prison, and to enter 
the court? If the defendant disputed her right to be pre- 
sent, if he denied the pardon had issued, it was in his 
power to move for her re-committal to prison. Her /be- 
ration from custody was the only seal and evidence of her 
pardon with which the court had any thing to do. 

Had it been necessary to serve a political purpose of a 
Minister, the expenses of the great seal would have been 
no bar to the production of the pardon. The Solicitor for the 
Treasurywould have had it in readiness,.had he deemed it 
necessary ; and if it had escaped his memory, the Court 
might have adjourned to another day, that it might be pro- 
duced. The public prosecutor in this instance, ought to 
have been equally alert. [t is monstrous that the course of 
public justice should be intercepted by such barriers, in its 


pursuits of offences that taint the very core of society, and 
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render pretended civilization a plague rather than a benefii. 

The Reporter of the Journals has been kindly brief in 
his notice of the affair; out of respect to the acquittal pro- 
duced in consequence of an informality which denied justice 
to an aggrieved and suffering female. We have not the 
same respect for formality ; and we take the liberation of 
the female to be the satisfactory moral proof that she was un- 
justly and falsely accused ;—and as her only aceuser was 
this Reverend Gentleman, we think it equallyclear that the 
advisers of the King deemed his accusation false, unfounded, 
and proceeding from the worst of molives. ‘They would 
not else have pardoned her, unconditionally. And though 
the perjury has not been legally proved, who can doubt that 
the Privy Council thought perjury had been committed, if 
false swearing constitute perjury? It is therefore a debt 
due to moral justice to publish this transaction in its true 
light :—and from a Correspondent on whom we have ever 
been accustomed to rely with a confidence we have not yet 
found misplaced, we have received the following version 
of this dreadful affair. 

‘“ At the last assizes for Kent, a true Bill was found 
against this Reverend Gentleman for perjury. The cause 
was this. A poor village girl of the name of Mary Drury: 
of Old Romney, accused him of seducing her, and then 
abandoning her to want. The poor creature, to revenge 
verself, threatened him with exposure, unless he kept his 
‘romises Of support ; when, as if this Reverend—what— 
would be satisfied with nothing short of the actual, the 
iznominous destruction of the victim of his lust, he had 
her arrested, and carried before a magistrate who committed 
her to goal ; she was then capitally indicted for endeavour- 
ing to extort money from this ————. The vindictive des- 
troyer of her innocence pursued her to conviction by his 
evidence—sentence of DEATH was actually passed upon her 
—and it is probable she would have suffered, but for the in- 
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ierference of some of the inhabitants, whose enquiries led to 
the conclusion that the Reverend perseeutor was the guilty 
being who had robbed her of her virtue, and was seeking 
to take away her life, to rid himself of a troublesome me- 
mento of his crime! On her trial, he swore that he had 
never known her further than having once seen her pass 
his door. Yet a letter to her in his own hand-writing is 
now ready to be produced: and other witnessess are 
ready to depose that they have seen them walking toge- 
ther. These statements were laid before the privy cour- 
cil, and produced her pardon and liberation on the 23d ot 
August last. A bill for perjury was presented at the ses- 
sions for Romney, which the grand jury threw out, endors- 
ing it with some singularly timed praise of the reverend 
gentleman. But the matter was carried to the assizes, by 
Mr. Delasaux, attorney and coroner for Kent, anda true 
hill was immediately found. He was then arrested and 
gave bail. His friends, finding themselves deeper In 
the mire than they liked, endeavoured by threats, and 
offers of bribes, to hush the business ; but all these at- 
tempts failed, and they were obliged to prepare for trial. 
It is said, that during one of the preliminary rehearsals, 
the reverend gentleman sunk under the sense of his guilt, 
and acknowleiged it to the fullest extent. At any rate, 
his batl surrendered him, and he was forwarded to Maid- 
stone Gaol; from whence he was delivered as the papers 
State.”’ 

We shall make but few comments upon this :—but we 
may hope that the privy council will in future take care 
that the acts of the monarch are rendered efficacious, and 
not hable to be set aside by any minor authority. And we 
could also wish that the dignitaries of the established 
church would set about the reformation of the erring 
ministers of their creed. It will be much better employ- 


ment for them, than preaching the piety of paying tythes, 
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and the loyalty of passive obedience. ‘The Clogher affair 
the various other instances of depravity among the Church 
Clerey—one of whom prostituted his wife to his pupil 
are calculated to set on foot a curious enquiry as to the 
possibility of such creatures having a divine right to live 
upon the labour of others ; or a better title to their tythes 
than the landholder to his patrimonial esiates; or an 
artizan to the fruits of his honest industry. One can hardly 
take up a paper, without finding some of these little di- 
vinities amusing themselves in a way not very creditable 
to their pretensions to teach others the way to Heaven. 
The following paragraph from an evening paper of Mon- 
day last, shews that the late Bishop of Clogher has had an 
imitator in the English Church :--- 

‘“‘ By the self-banishment of a beneficed clergyman, and 
a prebendary of a cathedral, who has also forfeited his re- 
cognizances on a charge of an abominable nature, the 
valuable living (in one of the western counties) has been 
most satisfactory disposed of. We understand that the 
above depraved individual, like his brother in iniquity, the 
late Bishop of Clogher, was some years since the persecu- 
tor of a poor man, who charged him with a singular 
crime; and Who is now under sentence of transportation 


for life, for having propagated what was supposed to be 


a false, and a malicious charge.”’ 

The Archbishops must see the effect of such state- 
ments. We do not charge such offences upon either the 
political or religious tenets of these offenders; but it 
will be implied by many that creeds which have so little 
effect upon the teachers, are not the best adapted to in- 
fluence the conduct of the hearers :—nor to he deemed 
worth so much as the maintenance of the teachers costs 
the public. The next assembly at Lambeth Palace will 
do well to think of this; and then the Constitutional 


Association may offer premiums to “ writers of ability, 
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for tracts to mend the manners ot the erring clergy. 
Since they have given up all hopes of destroying the 
“seditious press,’ they cannot be better employed than 
in mending their own party. It will afford them exercise 
enough; and will be honest employment. Whether 
they are too bad to be improved, must be left to time— 
but Shakspeare says, “‘in great attempts, ’tis glorious e’en 
tofail ;’’ and this were one worthy the prowess of Her- 
cules himself! 











THE BLACK DWARF 
TO THE WORTHIES OF PETERSFIELD. 





‘¢ Find you the virtue, and [ll find the verse.”’ 





Nothing pleases me more than to do justice to 
great men. If have any failing, it is that of being too 
fond of praising dllustrious folks. I have an absolute 
veneration for them ; and towards such men as Hylton Jol- 
liffe so conspicuous In rotten borough annals, I have the pro- 
foundest respect. The Major B. has almost as much of my 
regard :—and if Mr. Hector had not deserted his post, | 
should have given him a small portion of my esteem. They 
have such ahappy knack of cajoling the world, and eat the 
milk and honey with such grace. 

There are many little great worthies, also, to whom I 
am particularly partial. Among them, you friends of 
Squire Hilton, at Petersfield, hold a very distinguished 
place. You are not like “ the ragged rogues” that Fal- 
staff picked up under the hedges, and in the highways, 
and then refused to march through Coventry with them. 
You are all gentlemen, and occasionally, at least, wear 
good great coats, made large and wide, to hold the won- 
drous extent of your personal importance. I cannot guess, 
for my part, what the “ disaffected”? mean by grumbling at 


ye—not I. And vet your merit cannot escape notice. You 
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must be famous in spite of your modesty ; while, “ youdy 
good by stealth, and blush to find it fame!” A diseon- 
tented being has done me and you a piece of Service, 
(while he probably meant to-do you an injury) by sending 
me a list of some of the names, in whose actions Squire 
Hilton delighteth. I thank him for it. I had a wish to 
know something of you; and I am happy that it is so far 
gratified. He has accompanied the transmission of your 
names with some odd remarks about “ the beneficial ecus- 
‘‘ tom of publishing the names of those Jurymen who have 
“ deserved well of their country, for the ability and firm- 
‘ness which they have displayed in resisting the arbitrary 
‘attempts made to influence their verdicts.” Now, you 
are aware that this is nothing to you. You have never 
deserved well of your country, not you. Your country 
owes you nothing. You are prudent men, and take care 
that your country does not get into your debt. It owes too 
much already to others, to be safely trusted. And you 
never resisted any thing, not you. You are too genile, 
and too kend, and too good, and too polite. I dare swear 
not one among ye ever said no, to Squire Hilton, nor to 
Squire Hilton’s apes, since ye have been burgesses of 
Petersfield. Nay, it may be questioned whether any one 
amongst you would offer to take the right hand of Squire 
Hilton’s ass, upon any account whatever. And ‘“ your 
“ability! your firmness!’ What could my correspon- 
dent mean? Oh! I beg his pardon! He did not mean 
you. I thought he could not be so very absurd. It is 
my mistake—let us see—he says something more—“ it 
‘appears necessary also to notice juries of another descrip- 
‘‘ tion’’—aye, aye, this is something that may be relevant: 
—‘ Juries of another description, who in defiance of com- 
‘mon sense, and their solemn obligations, permit them- 
‘selves to be led by the nose in a way scarcely to be 


“ beheved, and disgraceful to the enlightened age.in whieh 
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« we live.’ Gracious Heaven, what slander have we 
here? If you choose to be led by the nose, what is that 
to any one, except to those who take you by the nose, and 
run some risk of dirtying their fingers! What have you todo 
with common sense! I dare say not a man amongst you 
ever gave that troublesome baggage a single night’s 
lodging inall your lives. It is odds that you ever saw her 
any nearer than in the pages of the Black Dwarf; and. 
then you run away from her as fast as youcan. Even 
the gallant Major could not look her in the face, without 
putting himself into a sad passion. But to think of quar- 
relling with your being led by the nose! How would the 
man have yeled? You have no tails, since pig tails have 
gone out of fashion ;—and if ye had, is it not much better 
to follow your noses, which ye all can do; than be drag- 
ged backwards ? Led ye must be ; and though the Squire’s 
guides are but blind ones, and have made sad stumbles 
against the doors of Churcher’s college, and the Sussex 
charity, yet are they better than none for such as you! 
Then as to your obligations, they are all to the squire! 
What do you know or care for your country? Nota 
whit more than your country cares for you! You do 
your duty to your employer, and while you get your al- 
lowance, let him settle with the world! 

My correspondent adds, “I shall each year forward you 
alist of the celebrated packed jury of Squire Hilton; 
trusting that the—(something about contempt)—and 
ridicule that will be excited in the public mind will have 
its due effect; and bring the time serving individuals (I 
dare say meaning you) to their senses; and induce them 
(you again) to recollect the important trust reposed in 
jury-men who have courage enough to be bold and inde- 
pendent ; and the injury they do themselves and their 
country, by their mean servility.” Lam very much plea- 
sed by the list; but f am afraid the man is delirious * 
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He has at any rate a large portion of faith, to believe 
that you are ever likely to be any wiser and better than 
you are! And what a shocking wish it is, to wish you 
might find your senses! Why, you would never be happy 
again! Find your senses indeed! what could a man with 
his senses about him do in arotten borough! While I 
enrol you in my immortal archives, I must, for the sake of 
curiosity add a memorandum I find pinned to the list; which 
may help to convince my correspondent that there are no 
hopes the world will be easily mended, if the reforma- 
tion is to begin at Petersfield. 


LIST OF THE JURY. 


comme = 


Wm. Biunt, appointed Foreman by the Steward and not By THE 


Jury. 
NAMES. TRADES. 

William Blunt, formerly a Baker. 

John Richardson, Carpenter. 
John Parsons, formerly a Sadler. 

Thomas Baker, jun. Butcher. 

Henry Baker, Butcher. 

George Dusatoy, Master of Churcher’s College. 
Henry Cawley, Brother to the Constable. - 
James Poulson, Tinman. 

James Osborn, Sadler. 

Thomas Chitty, formerly Flint Purveyor 

to the highway. 

Richard Young, servant to the late Steward. 
Nobert Parsons, PostOthce, Keeper. 
William Hall, , Wheelwright. 

Chomas School, Chandler Shop Keeper. 
‘Thomas Holland, Butcher, and 


Elected by the above Jury Mayor for the ensuing year. Most 
of the Jury are dependants or tenants of Squire Hilton. 


N. B. It isa curious fact and shews the management of the Jury 
at Petersfield, that although the Jurors are bound by their oaths 
the King’s and their own Councils strictly to keep, yet they submit to 
have the Steward appointed by the Borough. Patron, to 1emain 
with them during their deliberations. The lateSteward C. 1. Hector 
has still a criminal information hanging over his head for such ille- 
gal act. But so necessary it appears is it to keep the Jury under 
controul, that the present Steward on the last Mayor chusing day 
followed the same course. | 
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DECISION OF THE BRITISH MINISTRY 
AGAINST SPAIN. 


Sir Francis Burdett, who never speaks but to the pur- 
pose, and who it is much to be regretted should speak so 
seldom, has produced a great impression upon the public 
mind, by his speech on Tuesday evening. The tone of 
indignant contempt in which he spoke of the tame and 
pusillanimous conduct of the English Ministry towards 
France, and their duplicity with regard to Spain, found a 
responsive echo in every honest bosom. Itis disgraceful 
for a nation which pretends to be placed in the first rank 
not to have a decisive voice on so momentous an occasion. 
It is shameful that in such a crisis England should be 
afraid to speak. It is monstrous that the national affairs 
should be in the hands of tricksters who have no open, fair, 
or honest system of policy ; but who crawl upon all fours, 
and are content to feel out the way of a wretched expe- 
diency in the dark. 

Sir Francis Burdett blames them for having deceived 
the country, and the house, by their apparently candid 
professions at the commencement of the session. But of 
this charge we are ready to acquit them, for whoever they 
can deceive, has no right to complain of deception! 
Would any man trust a fox in his hen-roost, or a wolf in 
his sheep-fold, however gentle either of them might look ? 
What enlightened friend to freedom CAN believe that 
any regard for itis to be found in a Cabinet composed of 
the vinpicators of the MANCHESTER Massacre, and 
the autHors of the infamous and multiplied outrages 
upon the liberties of their own country-men? The thing 
is utterly impossible. The English Cabinet can no more 
be friendly to the triumph of liberty in Spain, than in 
America, or France, or Naples, or Piedmont, or England. 
They must hate everywhere what they have detested and 
persecuted at home with the bitterness of mortal hate. We 
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could but smile at their pretended regard for the Spanish 
people. They like them no better than they liked the 
Neapolitans or Piedmontese—no better than Pitt liked the 
liberties of Poland, when he stood by and saw them 
trampled on by the savage bear of Russia, the blood-thirsty 
and hypocritical Catharine. To us it seems incredible that 
any one should have expected any other conduct than that 
which they have displayed. If they had been in a condi- 
tion to provoke a war against public opinion, we firmly 
believe that a British fleet would have ere now been em- 
ployed in landing a Russian contingent on the coast of 
Spain. The “seditious press,’ however, has put an end 
to public delusion ; and the want of means obliges the 
ministers to forego any active hostility towards Spain. 
But, indeed, this is taking a more favourable view of the 
question, than the conduct of the English ministry will 
warrant. What is this proposed neutrality, but a defensive 
alliance with France? what was the neutrality that was 
pretended to be maintained between Spain and her colonies 
in South America, while it was hoped the latter might 
be reduced under the tyrannical authority of Ferdinand ! 
Why, we forbade the exportation of arms, and enacted 
penalties against those in our service who might join either 
the standards of the colonies, or of Spain. This, in its 
letter, was a strict neutrality; and permission to export to 
either, or to join either would have been equally so; but 
the latter was rejected, because it was known that none 
would join the standard of Spain, and that Spain was not 
in want of arms ; while the colonies needed both men and 
weapons, and thousands were ready to enrol themselves in 
their ranks. The neutrality of the British ministry, 
operating, and being meant to operate, solely against the 
colonies, was, in effect, tantamount to a declaration of 
war against them: an affected neutrality between Spain and 


France, is, in the same way equivalent to a declaration 























THE BLACK DWARE. 447 


of war against Spain! France wants nothing more than 
our neutrality, while she commits a crime, which our mi- 
nisters are, in the same breath, declaring that she ought 
not to commit. The objects of France are completely 
answered by our neutrality; as it leaves her at full liberty 
to devote the whole of her force to the accomplishment of 
her immediate purpose. The very declaration of neu- 
trality, is the sanction, and the encouragement of the inva- 
sion of Spain. If France had known that the attempt to 
commit such a flagrant crime against the independence of 
nations, would rouse every free state against her, she would 
never have contemplated the offence she is about to com- 
mit. Nay,if England had firmly remonstrated against the 
enormity, and left it to be only anferred that she would not 
permit it, Louis would have called for a fresh goose, and 
all his cabinet would have shrunk quietly home to dinner. 
But when the English Ministry declared their neutrality 
...declared they did not mean to oppose the invasion of 
Spain, atrocious as they deemed it...they confirmed the 
determination of the French cabinet, by teaching its mem- 
bers they had nothing to apprehend from this country, let 
them treat Spain as they were able. 

This was plain enough to a very ordinary observer, on 
the first day of the last session. It was clear that the 
Opposition of this country was not put as a probable case, 
in the event of the invasion of Spain. All the ministry 
cried out for peace, even if Spain were invaded; and the 
liberal bravuras of Mr. Canning and Lord Liverpool might 
as well have graced the mouths of our ballad-singers, as 
the lips of those accomplished statesman, Mr. Peel could 
not even fashion himself to the clumsy delusion; but 


broadly said that if he were a Frenchman, he might justify 
the invasion of Spain. 


What, we again ask, could be expected from such 
men? What could justifv, or account for the conduct of 
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the opposition, in assuming that the ministers meant to 
support Spain, and therefore ought not to be embarrassed : 
when they had declared as plainly as they could speak, 
that although France was about to commit an unjustifiable 
outrage, they meant to play the part of tame lookers-on* 
They have always said that peace between England and 
France would not be compromised by any attack upon 
Spain! Who then calls them deceivers ¢ And who isso 
shallow-witted, as to have believed their professions of 
regard for the country which they abandon to its fate? 


Letsuch as are ambitious to replace their heads with pump- 


4 


kins, and yet to profit by the exchange, come forward, and 


72) 


ay they believed the ministry to be sincere. If a man 
were to boast of his Aumanz'y and courage, and yet stand 
by, and witness a murder which he might prevent, by 
merely raising his voice against the assassin, what would 
be thought of him. He might be as eloquent as Mr. 
Canning in veprobating the enormity of the offence; and 
in professing his abhorrence of such bloody deeds...yet if 
such a one had before-hand said to the murderer, I don’t 
approve of such matters, but if you choose to kill your 
neighbour, | shall not prevent you—weshall havea closer 
parallel of the magnanimous conduct of the British admi- 
nistration. 

To us it seems that Spain and Portugal are abandoned 
by the English Ministry. If we do not now interfere 
against the principle, at what part of its application can 
we find a pretext for interference. If we make a specific 
declaration that we do not consider the invasion of Spain 
for the avowed purpose of extirpating her liberties, as an 
offence, how can we oppose the completion of the work; 
which can only be completed by: placing Spain in the 
military occupation of France? The conduct of the En- 
glish ministry is tantamount to a declaration, that Spain 


and Portugal may be added to France: and though thes 
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would deem such acts unjust, they would not attempt to 
prevent them. Ifa sense of justice, of reason, or a regard 
for our national interests, would at any time require our 
interference, they call upon us to interfere at the earliest 
possible period, that our risk may be less, and our success 
more certalil. 

Sir Francis Burdett has put this point very clearly ; 
and it is unnecessary to add to his convincing remarks— 
but we must ever regret that they were not made at the 
period when the worthy baronet requested Mr. Hume 
topostpone his inquiry into the Beresford Job! Then 
they would have compelled the Ministry to speak out— 
and, possibly, the nation by this time would have found 
an opportunity of speaking also, and to better purpose, 
before so much valuable time had been lost. If proper 
meetings had been called by the ardent friends of freedom, 
throughout the country, and a decided expression of pub- 
lic feeling had been obtained, seconded by a general sub- 
scription to furnish Spain with arms and ammunition*— 
if this had been done well, and promptly, the national 
zeal might have prevented the effect of the ministerial 
duplicity; and France, seeing that ENGLAND WOULD 
NOT BE NEUTRAL, whatever her ministers might stepu- 
late, the bigotted Bourbons, and the fanatic ultras, might 
have trembled at the prospect of the old British Lion 
taking the liberty of walking abroad without the leave 
or license of his keepers. 

it is now too late to prevent the war, which the manly 


pronunciation of a single sentence three months since 








* Let it be remembered that, in other words, this would have been 
ouly a subscription to give our own Manufactures a brisker movement 
—a Subscription to employ those usefully, who must be fed whether 
they are employed or not;—and thus would have conferred as muck 
benefit on England as on Spain 
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might have prevented. But it is net too late to heip 
to render the war disastrous to its authors, and abettors. 
It is too late to prevent a French army from entering 
Spain; but it would be some consolation to assist in pre- 
venting them from ever returning again to France. Sir 
Francis Burdett has much in his power. His name isa 
spell which, as it is used, can call up the energies of thou- 
sands of his countrymen, or lull them into apathy. 
Will he then be content with the expression of the “ un- 
qualified contempt”? in which he holds the conduct of 
the ministry; without any endeavour to counteract the 
mischief which he so deeply laments. We hope...we 
trust not...The Spanish Dinner was mockery. The 
desire to produce unanimity, destroyed FEELING.” All 
was constraint, and complaisance:...and all this resulted 
from a wish to have certain persons present, whose 
hearts, nevertheless, did not accompany their bodies to 
the meeting. Sir William Curtis attended a dinner once 
in honour of the new republicans of South America. We 
could hame twenty who were at the Spanish Dinner, 
aye and some on the list of stewards too, who were play- 
ing a part as opposite to their feelings...and who would 
not drink a glass of wine the less, if the Spanish Con- 
stitution, and all its friends, were thrown into the crater 
of Mount Vesuvius! Only read their paltry evasions! 
One “did not mean to pledge himself to the cause of 
‘Spain, by attending the dinner!’”” Oh, no! to besure 
not...he went to carry them his “ sympathy,’ which, 
like the bishop’s blessing, was not worth a farthing, or it 
would not have been given away. Another...but we 
are sick of the disgrace to manhood: and hope we shall 
hear no more of it. Trembling cowards, and venal spe- 
culators, might keep away, when questions of principle 
are mooted amongst men. The sound part of that assem- 


bly have yet a duty to perform, no less to their own cha- 
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vacters, than the cause to which Spain is embarked. 
They have raised hopes which they are bound in honour 
to realize. ‘The voice of Britain ought not to be falsified, 
it ought to be heard in the hall of the Spanish Cortes! 
A deputation of our most high-sprited countrymen ought 
tobe sent to Spain, to express the British admiration of 
the temper and wisdom manifested by the Cortes, and the 
noble devotion of the people to the cause of liberty. 
This would be an embassy worthy of us; and is due to 
the world, as a public disavowal of the example set by 
this country in the war undertaken against the revolu- 
tion of France. The public are anxiously waiting for 
some means of expressing their feelings; andif they are 
disappointed, the fault willlie with those who hold the post 
of leaders, and neglect to discharge their duty. 

We cannot conclude this article better than by quoting 
the observations made by Sir Francis Burdett, who 
rose to draw attention to the system of flogging in the 
army. He said, “* he had hoped Government would have 
put astop to the system, as disgraceful to the country ; 
and gave notice, that he would bring forward a 
motion upon the subject. Military flogging was ad- 
mitted to be as contrary to sound policy as to humani- 
ty; and the time was now arrived when that most de= 
stading, unmanly, and detestable punishment should be 
abolished. While upon his legs, he would advert toa 
question put to the opposite bench in the earlier part of 
the evening—because he had been absent, and because he 
Would avoid being suspected of acquiescing in the answer 
given to it, He could not but view the course which 
Ministers seemed disposed to pursue in the present contest 
between Spain and France as mean, sorry—he scarce 
knew what epithet to apply to it—as unworthy of the 
country, When a standing army had been introduced into 
England—tolerated, paid for, endured even in time of 
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peace—upon the pretext of keeping the country ready 
to niaintain the balance of power, was it not too much to 
call upon England to maintain such establishments, 
and yet, in dereliction of its own duty, and in sacrifice of 
the honour and character of the nation, to be giving up 
all those objects for which alone such. establishments 
could be supported? (Hear, hear.) It might seem hard to 
impel free hearts to farther exertion—to catl upon the 
couutry to incur fresh debt—to aggravate the difficulties 
(already too heavy ) under which the people are labouring ; 
but there were circumstances under which present inte- 
rests und advantages must give way; and wreiched indeed 
was tlie condition of England if those whose counsels had 
contiiluted to her losses, had brought her so low—(so low, 
certaiitly she had never stood before )—that she dared no; 
say to the family of Bourbon—‘ You must not commit 
acts of unprovoked aggression against the peaceable and 
unoffending nations of Europe ; you must not overturn 
that bslance of power upon which the general safety has 
been declared to depend.” (Cheers.) He protested, that 
he should hold himself most culpable if he did not declare 
that England was ready to make any sacrifice against the 
establisiiment of such a system—if he did not uphold that 
she had better make any sacrifice rather than the sacrifice 
of honcur and character—that she had better take any 
hazard (rom action than the fate which awaited her from 
inactiou. Mr. Burke, speaking of the French revolution, 
had talked of France being blotted out of the map of 
Europe : he should say, that if England permitted France 
to accomplish her present object, England would be blot- 
ted from the map of Europe. And besides the baseness 
of such vonduct, besides its running counter to the prin- 
ciples of the most distinguished men who ever sat in the 
British House of Commons—besides the abandonment 


of all these principles, independent of all common feeling. 
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which surely spoke high for supporting a gallant nation 
which had already once struggled for its liberties and 
obtained them, besides all those considerations, what was 
the policy of England? If France was permitted to over- 
run Spain, what became of Portugal? Could there be a 
doubt, if France got possession of Spain, that Portugal 
would be invaded? Why there was no question pending 
as to Whether this country must act; the only choice was, 
whether she would act with honour and with advantage, 
or without either one or the other—whether she should 
now strike with credit and certainty of success, having 
the brunt of the battle borne by a gallant nation, which 
had already proved itself capable and worthy of such 
bearing ; or Whether she would wait, to her disgrace, 
witnessing the success of oppression, and take the chance 
of afterwards removing an evil which, *in the beginning, 
she might easily have prevented. Much had depended 
upon the opinion entertained by the house, of measures 
as to foreign affairs which the Government was pursuing. 
He was by no means prepared to admit, that under the 
course which he had been deprecating, the financial ar- 
rangements how agreed to would have been acquiesced in 
by the house. He did not know that, under the con- 
temptible system of neutrality, the house would have grant- 


ed half the amount of this year’s estimate—that it would 


have been satisfied with double this year’s reduction of 


taxation. (Much cheering.) The house, at all events, 
Would not have sat so long as it had done, 1n unprofitable 
ignorance upon the subject, but for expectations held out 
by Ministers; and he (Sir Francis Burdett) did say, that 
Ministers had not dealt fairly with the house, if, having 
made up their minds to any line of conduct, they had 
sufiered the house to remain unadvised of it. The hon. 
baronet sat down, amid loud cheering, by observing that 


tL was needless further to trouble Parliament upon a sub- 
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ject which must soon come into full discussion; but he 





protested against being suspected of any feeling short of the 
most unqualified contempt for that line of conduct which he 
understood the Government of the country had adopted.” 














































PRISON TORTURES. 





We have often had to regret the discretionary power to 
torture individuals, who are only sentenced by the law to 
imprisonment, which the law leaves, though it does not 
put it, in the hands of the magistrates. Nothing is more 





outrageous than the occasional treatment of prisoners, in 
thee xercise of this descretion ; for whatever the magistracy 
may be as a body, it has numerous limbs that do no credit 
either to reason or to humanity. The accompanying let- 
ters from Mr. Tonbridge, to the Secretary for the Home 
Department, will add another corroboration to many 
poofs of this already recorded. 
‘* House of Correction, Coldbath Fields, Feb. 28, 1823. 

‘* Srr—Having been prosecuted by his Majesty’s Attorney General 
for publishing Palmer's Principles of Nature, and sentenced by the 
Court of King’s Bench to two years imprisonment in this place, and to 
pay a fine of 100/. to the King, I expected when I came here to have 
been treated as King’s Bench prisoners usually are, and not to be put 
on the footing of the most abandoned felon, which I am informed is to 
be my fate after this day, as I am not to be allowed to see my friends 
but once a month, and then not in my room, but in a yard, at the same 
time that the convicted felons have theirs. I am locked up in a room 
with Mr. Clark, convicted of libel, at five in the evening, until seven 
next morning, without being able to go to a water-closet to ease the 
ealls of nature, and during the day compelled to go to one frequented 
by persons convicted of detestable offences. I have no complaint 
whatever to make against the Governor or any of the officers of the 
prison, it being the act of the Magistrates, and not theirs, of which I 
complain. I have vo alternative but to throw myself on your protectior, 
and trust you will cause those orders to be rescinded which punish me 
as a convicted felon. 

‘* Your obedient and humble servant, 


** WitttamM TonBRIDGE.”’ 
** To the Right Honourable R. Peel. 




















THE BLACK DWARF. 455 


No attention having been paid to this letter, the fol- 
lowing was written. 


‘© House of Correction, Coldbath Fields, March 5, 1823. 

“ Srr—I am again compelled to solicit your protection, as | am now 
not only deprived of seeing my friends, but of having provisions or 
any thing else sent into me by them, in consequence of fresh orders 
given this morning by one of the Magistrates, whose name I am in- 
formed is Bevill. I would much rather meet death at once, than die 
by gradual starvation, which would have been my fate had [ been 
compelled to have existed on the gaol allowance. I have not been one 
month here, and no less than six have died, if not more, in that time, 
as the allowance has been but one pound and a half of bread and a pint 
of gruel six days out of seven, and eight ounces of beef on the Sun- 
day. Ihave been furnished with a horse hair mattress to sleep on, but 
I am informed that it is to be taken from me, and exchanged for a straw 
bed, The expense I have been to the county is but trifling, as I have 
paid for every thing I have eaten, except bread, and also for firing ever 
since 1 have been here, and the whole week’s gaol allowance for each 
person does not amount in value to eighteen-pence. By causing an 
answer to be forwarded to me, you will much oblige, 

Sir, your obedient and humble servant, 


** WiLtiaM ToNBRIDGE. 

“ To the Right Honourable R. Peel. 

No answer yet! Nor is it likely that any answer will be 
given! Yet it is certain, that if Mr. Peel had received 
such letters from any one who might be likely to call 
him to any account, an answer would have been re- 
turned without any hesitation. This is a rare comment 
on the equality of the laws! Mr. Hunt could readily ob- 
tain answers from the secretary of state, because he was 
feared :—and because Mr. Tonbridge is not feared, he 
remains yet unanswered. What it was at first denied 
was attempted to be inflicted upon Mr. Hunt, is broadly 
inflicted upon Mr. Tonbridge, and his complaints of the 
injustice are disregarded. His friends are denied admis- 
sion, except at intervals of a month, and under circum- 
stances which convert their admission into a mockery of 


Yisiting. He is not with his own money allowed to pur- 
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chase provisions for his sustenance. This 1s something 
beyond the torture to which Mr. Hunt was subjected: and 
yet the Secretary of State takes no notice of the com- 
plaint! If this be not a case for the consideration of the 
independent members of the legislature, we are at a loss to 
know what adaptations from the inquisition would be 
deemed objectionable in England. 

The deaths of the prisoners for want of food, a circum- 
stance not confined to Cold-Bath Fields, demands also: a 
prompt inquiry. A coroner’s inquest has declared its 
Opinion that so'many would not die in the Milbank Pen- 
tentiary, if a little more food were allowed. When this 
subject was mentioned in the house, Mr. Peel said he did 
not think the illness had arisen from the diminution of 
food, which had taken place, (we think) in July last! 
Pray, Mr. Peel, who authorised this dimanuteon? Is it in 
our prisons, that experiments are made upon how litilea 
human being can continue to crawl upon the earth /— 
and is it from these experiments, that country mag'istrates 
learn the exact quantity of food upon which labourers 
may subsist? Again, who ordered the daminution! You 
say, that you were authorised to incur any expense to 
find out the cause of the sickness. Look at the order for 
diminishing the quantity of food. That was the mandate 
of death! It is a silly argument to say that the illness did 
not begin wnfel some months after the demenution. Star- 
vation by degrees is a slew poison to a healthy constitu- 
tion. But why talk of illness beginning to appear re- 
cently. It is the deaths that now begin to oceur. The 
illness has been creeping on without observation, until 
the tainted air, and enfeebled constitution sink under the 
malady, and then the physician is called in, to ascertain 
why the unfortunate beings die! This subject is important, 
if our prisons are not to be converted into plague-houses 
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and depots of pestilence. Bad food, and bad air, are the 
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predisposing causes of all contagious disorders. The 
plague is not peculiar to Turkey. Let our prison econo- 


mists beware. 


bs 2 OUT 








LINCOLN COUNTY MEETING. 


This meeting takes place to day; and we have great 
pleasure in stating that notwithstanding the distance, and 
the natural obstacles which his great age presented to the 
undertaking, Major Cartwright has determined to be pre- 
sent. His long connection with the country, the uni- 
versally recognised character of his family ; and the high 
estimation in which his personal character must stand 
even with his opponents, will give an authority to his 
presenee, Which may be most beneficial to the cause of 
reform. [tis understood that should a mere whig peti- 
tion be moved by the conveners of the Meeting, the 
Major intends to move an amendment to the following 
effeet—which, we have reason to helieve, will be se- 
conded by Col. Johnson. M. P. for Boston. 

Proposed Petition of the Connty of Lancoln. 

1. That the table of your honourable House, being 
already loaded with the grievances of those who do not 
falten by the misapplication of public money, or upon an 
intolerable taxation of an unrepresented people, your 
Petitioners will not add to that load, by useless repetitions 
of what is universally known and understood ; but con- 
line themselves at present to declare, that they see before 
them no other than one of the three following results, 
hamely,—An Algerine slavery under a military despotism, 
—a dire convulsion, with civil war,—or a restored con- 
stitution by means of a complete reform of the national 
representation, for securing the enjoyment of those rights 
and liberties, which in the Bill of Rights were verbally 
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rights and liberties the abused nation hath waited one 
hundred and thirty-five years, and hath them yet to seek. 

2. The ,nation, instead of these promised rights and 
liberties, having since endured wrongs and oppressions 
far exceeding any thing experienced under the tyrannical 
House of Stuart, your Petitioners now apply to your 
Honourable House for redress. 

3. Seeing and feeling the fatal consequences of the 
vague, indefinite language of a Parliament which ought to 
have secured the rights and liberties it talked of, your 
Petitioners, on behalf of themselves, of their country, 
and their posterity, do now, therefore, formally and 
specifically, claim those rights on which liberty, and con- 
sequently property, depends, that is to say,— 

I. That all males, at the time when, by adult age, they 
become entitled to inherit such right and property in land, 
goods, or chattels, as may be their’s by the laws of Man, 
MAY, at the same time, as equals of their fellow men in 
the eye of thetr Creator, likewise enter into full possession 
and enjoyment of that superior and more sacred right and 
property, which, by the law of Gon, belongs to them as 
intellectual, moral, and responsible beings, endowed 
with sense of right and wrong, as well as with free-will, 
for choosing between good and evil ; by which inherent, 
superior, and sacred right, they are evidently entitled, 
equally with all their countrymen, to share in electing 
and appointing those persons whoare to make laws which 
must have power over their properties, their liberties, and 
lives; because without such sacred right to legislative 
representation, no inferior rights or interest in lands: 
goods, or chattels, can have a shadow of security. 

Il. That the legislative representatives of the people 
MAY be chosen in and by districts, as equally populous as 
may be practicable, without inconveniently subdividing 
parishes, wards, or other existing divisions of the popu- 

lation. 
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ilf. That not only in recognition of ancient salutary 
usage, but likewise for completely securing to the people 
universally the sacred right of representation as they suc- 
cesstvely attain adult age ; as well as for erecting a strong 
barrier against the horridly tyrannical practice of taaing 
unborn generations, thereby crushing liberty in the very 
egg, the legislative representatives of the people MAY 
be chosen annually. 

IV. That, as a right to an end includes a right to the 
means,—and as no man ought to be exposed to ruin or 
persecution for freely voting, elections MAY be made by 
ballot. 

4, That, in the present awful crisis of their country’s 
destiny, your petitioners solemnly protest against all 
experimental projects under the name of reform, as indi- 
cating either a lamentable unacquaintance with the con- 
stitution, or a presumptuous discretion, in contempt of 
those eternal principles of TRUTH, emanating from the 
wisdom and goodness of GOD; a resort to which, in 
times of trouble, extremity, and consternation, the 
DIVINE BEING hath prescribed for the earthly salvation 
of nations. 

5. That, in the opinion of your Petitioners, all EX- 
POSURES of official abuses and delinquencies—of mini- 
sterial mismanagements—of unjust and unnecessary wars, 
foreign acquisitions, and useless institutions, for the wide 
extension of patronage—and for prostituting of honours 
or titles, as well as of all profligate squanderings of 
public money, in bribing, influencing, or corrupting mem- 
bers of the legislature, for securing majorities in support 
of arbitrary power, in which EXPOSURES there is an 
unprofitable and disgusting expenditure of parliamentary 
time, unless such EXPOSURES be introduced as mere 
ILLUSTRATIONS of the paramount necessity of puri- 
fying the legislative and pecuniary FOUNTAIN whence 
those manifest evils flow. | 
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6. That, whenever such EXPOSURES do not terminate 
in avowed, determined, and persevering exertions for 
perfecting the national representation in Parliament, your 
Petitioners must consider the best of them in no better 
light, ‘than the efforts of faction for the attainment of 
power ; to end, as all such EXPOSURES, from the period 
of the Revolution to this day, have ended ; that is to say, 
in national delusion, and a gradual but constant rivetting 
more and more the yoke of despotism on the neck of the 
people. 

7. Wherefore your Petitioners exhort your Honourabie 
House to give, by statute, speedy effect to the claim they 
have made for the salvation of their country. 

And your petitioners will ever pray. 
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ESSEX COUNTY MEETING. 


This meeting took place on Thursday, and was nume- 
rously attended. 

Mr. Hinton said, the county had waited in hopes go- 
vernment would make a declaration of its intentions re- 
specting the agricultural interests. The government had 
made that declaration, and stated, that the evil under 
which the agriculturalists suffered must be left to remedy 
itself. They all knew that if such were to be the case, 
they would sink from knee-deep to waist-deep from waist- 
deep to chin-deep, until agriculture and its ashes would 
only be remembered as a thing which had once been. 
(Hear.) He could not let slip this opportunity of ob- 
serving, that in spite of all the despicable slanders that 
had been uttered against the agricultural interests,—in 
spite of the wish that had been uttered, that farmers 
might be compelled to return to their smock-frocks and 
leathern jackets—there were no men who had a greater 
claim upon the country than the farmers, for loyalty 
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opsistency, and integrity of conduct—for a filiad and fra 
ternal affection, and for all the meral duties which nnited 
men together im a state ef society—six ‘years ago he might 
have said for their riches. He could not say so now; but 
no matter; they did not weigh men by their riches, but 
by their sterling merit. (Cheers.) After stating the 
several causes to which the agricultural distress was at- 
tributable, and showing that the mode proposed by several 
theorists to remove it was fallacions and impracticable, he 
proceeded to describe the petition which he intended to 
propose. One partof its prayer was the repeal of ithe 
duty on barley. He bel ieved that the general policy of aly 
vovernments had been to protect the produce of their own 
sol. There was 00 axiom of political economy more 
clear than that the produce of a country was its real 
riches, and its popwation its real strength (Cheers.) Hf 
this were admitted, every body must reprobate the im- 
mense tax levied upon barley. ive quarters were gene- 

rally grown per acre. That quantity made into mait paid 
£5 duty; so that the malt-duty, independent of the beer- 
lax, inflicted a land-tax of £5 per acre on all the growersof 
parley. (Cheers.) The gentleman then moved his petition. 

ir. Disney recoliected a tyme when the enclosure of 


waste lands was ibought a maternal nalional object. Ts 
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me session he believed 106 enclosnre Wiis had heen 
passed. \ different doctrme was, however, = 

preached up. Vhey were now told, that theegh their 
population was Increased, their bad lands were to be 
thrown outof cultivation. For bis own part, he cond 
not see any reason why there sheuld be 32 diminches of 
produce beeatise there had heen an merease of pomubefion 
Publie faith had been pledged to those whe had expended 
capital in enclosing land that it should net he thrown oat 
of cultivation. {tHear.}) Why was not puLe faith ‘to the 
sept with these individuals as well os with 74+ Pocande? 
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(Hear, hear.) tle was free to confess Le would much 
rather sce them saved than Mr. Ricardo. (Laughter.) 
That gentleman was for taking half their estates from 
them to pay off the national debt. (Hear.) He did not 
know. how they would like commissioners to come down 
to Chelmsford to divide their lands for the benefit of the 
fundholders, and after making out a map, to mark out 
one plot of ground for Mr. Ricardo, and another for Mr. 
Rothschild. (A laugh.) He had no doubt that Mr. Ri 
cardo would soon become enamoured of a residence among 
them, and there was one comfort, that Mr. Rothschild 
could not carry his plot of land away with him to Holland. 
(Laughter.) He did not know whether Mr. Ricardo was 
an Englishman or no-—he rather believed he was not 
(cries, “ He’s an English gew’’)—but this he was sure 
f, that the Ricardarian law would be as dangerous to the 


English nation as ever the Agrarian law had been to the 
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US Opinion that the 
plan of Mr. Western regarding the currency was bes¢ 
calculated to remedy the evils which at present existe 
the hon. gentleman conciuded by exhorting the meeting 
to persevere in their present efforts to obtain redress: if 
they did, success could not fail eventually to betide them, 
if they did not, they must make up their minds to see 
their gentry forced to seek a refuge in foreign countries, 
their farmers compelied to become the inmates of their 
gaols, and their labourers reduced to the most pitiable 
state of pauperism and starvation. (Cheers. ) 

Mr. D. W. Harvey moved an amendment, comprising 
the subjects of parliamentary reform, the abolition ol 
sinecures, a commutation of tythes, a reversion of the 
criminal code, &c.: which was opposed by Mr. Western, 
Mr. Honeywood, and Mr. Lennard, though agreeing 
with most of its statements, and ultimately withdrawn, 


and the original at ition earrgied 
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A TRANSLATION FROM THE FRENCH. 


the Translator, not being a Poet, has stuck as close as the idiom 


of his own language would admit to the original CHoanr CrviQue, 


composed about 1792, when the combined Tyrants of Europe 
unsheathed the sword against human improvement. ‘The sent: 
neats which it contains are worthy of the noblest cause, 


We will defend our country, 

While we maintain sweet Libe ty 5 

Since Tyrants plot so cruelly, 

We'll plan their speedy f fall. 
Liberty ! sweet Liberty 


Let every mortal cherish thee, 
Chen ‘Tyrants all must bend the kns 
{into the Glory of the Free ;— 
hus freemen ae? ca ie 
hiather dea than slavery 
is treemen’s solemn c: 


i SAlel yg OU COUNLTY, 
(fangs universal liberty ;— 
Does she submit to Tyranny, 
\ll Nations groan in chains. 


Liberty ! dear Liberty 


Letyes ery mortai toste. thee, 
And cruel tyrants, tremble ye,-> 
Mo homage to the brave, the free, 
Your crimes atone or pains 
Rather death than slavery 
[s freemen’s solemn call ! 


Enemies of Tyranny 
Arouse, for sacred Liberty, 
From humbled Europe’s heart, with glee 
We'll march with loud acclaim, 
Libe rty ! dear Liberty ' 


fle holy cause doth us command, 
We'll hunt all Despots from the land, 
And chastise with right heart and hand, 
Tyrants for their unjust aim, 
Se rving the same most righteous cause 
or mankind will be free! Homus 
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ORRESPONDENCE 





Dear Sir, 

The manly Speeches of Sir I’. Burdett and Sir Kobe rt Wilson 
with respect to the conduct adopted by the Ministry, in the concern- 
nent of the national honour, as regards the Spanish cause, are 
worthy of record in the Dwarf. They should, however, have spo- 
ken in a similar style at the Spanish Dinner ; and have brought 
their theory into practic é, by moving a subscription to furnish the 
noble Spaniards with, the various sinews of WAR. 

Could not a-business dinner be yet provided at the-Crown and 
Auchor? where the true disposition of the people towards Spain 
may be expressed in deeds, as wets as words ? 

Shall the liberties of Spa un be crushed py the unholy despots, 
without anv effort on the part of the real people of England? Can 
nothing be done to uphold .oprmational honour? Does the mill- 
stone of the debt hang soheavily and so closely round.our necks, as 
to disable us from proclauing the emotions of our hearts? Has it 
caused corruption and dege neracy to usurp the seat of morality and 
virtue TOTALLY, to curb the exercise of eve ry patriotic feeling? Are 
we not as much interested inthe preservz ation of Spain, as in the 
emancipation of our own country? If the iron hand of despotism 
should extend its infernal sway over Spain, will it not retard the 
progresses of our own freedom. 

The Boroughmongers tpo-well know, that by upholding ate 3 1D 
Spain, and waging war with France, they would be aiming a blow 
at their ewn heads. It is allmonsense about there being no means te 
carry op awar. Itisa designed plea. Ler there be an effectual se 
peal of oppressive Taxation, and a total abolition of useless and 
profligate expenditure of the Pablic Parse in stnEcUREs and UNME- 
RIED PENSIONS. And anincome Tax substituted, on all incomes 
above.a certain sum, in proportion to the increase of the amount? 
So that your large Freeholders and large Landholders, who roll in 
luxury and voluptuousness at the expense of three fourths of the 
nation, may be compelled to open their purses. Then there would 
be supphes enough to send forty or fifty thousand troops to Spain. 
Our standing army, indolent and useless at home, (except in tramp- 
ling upon our own freedom!) world then be nobly engaged in de- 
‘ending liberty abread, 

I have-the honour to be, &c. 
Islington. M. A. 


Amrecns.® ———— rn i en ey 


TO CORRESPOND! as. 
Our Yorkshire Correspondent need got be under 7.0 y appre henson 
that we shall run any risk from the anger of the ‘“‘Jynx with the tiger- 











eye.” We have had some practice in taming wild-beasts; and cas 
assure Prudentior that there js ne. ganger whatever in taking such 
things by the beard. if their hissing rO ld frig : len. thes On id \ 


dangerous beasts. 
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